
Year 10/11 GCSE Media- Curriculum & Extended Learning 

Curriculum Learning   Extended Learning  

Unit/Topic: Pop Music   Type (No of) Tasks: Individual tasks (weekly) and coursework  

Time Allocation: 8 - 12 weeks   Time Allocation: 60 - 90 minutes  

Outline: In this unit, students will discover...  

how pop music has many different genres with their own conventional 

features  

how audiences consume pop music in different ways  

how record companies and the music press market and publicise stars 

and their music  

how the stereotypical representations of pop stars are changing  

 

Teaching and learning will involve students in individual, paired and group work, 

analysing music, pop music videos and the media press.  There is the potential 

to complete two pieces of coursework within this unit.  (Three pieces overall 

are required for the course).  This could include an analysis based on the com-

parison of two pop music videos from different eras.  Students will also re -

invent themselves as imagined pop stars, producing a page for a magazine fea-

turing an interview with themselves.  

 Outline:  
Extended Learning for this particular unit of work takes the form of individual 

homework tasks that students are expected to complete on a weekly basis.  The 

type of task set would be at the discretion of the teacher but would include the 

following examples:  

Watching and analysing pop music videos  

Designing an outfit for a music star in a specific genre  

Conducting surveys to analyse media consumption  

Research into the industry and specific stars  

Listening to music  

Also required will be the successful completion of coursework.  Students will be 

expected to complete the coursework to meet both the set deadline and their 

individual attainment target.   

Students will receive on -going written feedback throughout the unit of work and 

will be expected to redraft their work following feedback  

 

Curriculum Learning   Extended Learning  

Unit/Topic: Film   Type (No of) Tasks: Individual tasks (weekly) and coursework  

Time Allocation: 8 - 12 weeks   Time Allocation: 60 - 90 minutes  

Outline:  In this unit Students will discover...  

How films use narrative devices, such as flashback, and camera tech-

niques to convey meaning 

How audiences classify films by recognising their genre characteristics  

How institutions and organisations promote and regulate films  

How gender roles are represented in films and film posters  

 

Teaching and learning will involve students in individual, paired and group work, 

analysing films, institutions and film posters.  There is the potential to com-

plete two pieces of coursework within this unit.  (Three pieces overall are re-

quired for the course).  This could include an analysis based on two different 

film openings from different eras and genres.  Students could also produce 

their own film poster.  

 

 Outline: Extended Learning for this particular unit of work takes the form of 

individual homework tasks that students are expected to complete on a weekly 

basis.  The type of task set would be at the discretion of the teacher but would 

include the following examples:  

Watching and analysing film  

Conducting surveys to analyse media consumption  

Research into different genres and directors of film  

Storyboards of their own film opening  

Design of a film poster  

Also required will be the successful completion of coursework.  Students will be 

expected to complete the coursework to meet both the set deadline and their 

individual attainment target.   

Students will receive on -going written feedback throughout the unit of work and 

will be expected to redraft their work following feedback  

 



Year 10/11 GCSE Media- Curriculum & Extended Learning 

Curriculum Learning   Extended Learning  

Unit/Topic: Television   Type (No of) Tasks: Individual tasks (weekly) and coursework  

Time Allocation: 8 - 12 weeks   Time Allocation: 60 - 90 minutes  

Outline: In this unit, students will discover...  

How different television genres use codes and presentational devices to 

convey meaning 

How television attracts, retains and is used by its audience  

How the way a channel is funded affects the programmes that it shows  

How television represents groups and individuals as stereotypes, and 

how these stereotypes change over time  

 

 

Teaching and learning will involve students in individual, paired and group work, 

analysing television and its audience.  There is the potential to complete two 

pieces of coursework within this unit.  (Three pieces overall are required for 

the course).  This could include  a storyboard featuring their own T.V drama.  

Students could also film an opening section, appearing in their own imagined T.V 

drama.  

 

 Outline:  
Extended Learning for this particular unit of work takes the form of individual 

homework tasks that students are expected to complete on a weekly basis.  The 

type of task set would be at the discretion of the teacher but would include the 

following examples:  

Watching and analysing Television  

Conducting surveys to analyse media consumption  

Research into the industry and different channels  

Research into the history Of television  

 

Also required will be the successful completion of coursework.  Students will be 

expected to complete the coursework to meet both the set deadline and their 

individual attainment target.   

Students will receive on -going written feedback throughout the unit of work and 

will be expected to redraft their work following feedback.  

 

 

Curriculum Learning   Extended Learning  

Unit/Topic: Newspapers   Type (No of) Tasks: Individual tasks (weekly) and coursework  

Time Allocation: 8 - 12 weeks   Time Allocation: 60 - 90 minutes  

Outline:  In this unit Students will discover...  

How newspapers use codes and conventions to present the news  

How audiences are targeted and retained by newspapers  

How the content of a newspaper is influenced by both the institutions 

and organisations that own it and by those that provide news stories  

How the representation of individuals and groups in a newspaper de-

pends on its viewpoint  

Teaching and learning will involve students in individual, paired and group work, 

analysing films, institutions and film posters.  There is the potential to com-

plete two pieces of coursework within this unit.  (Three pieces overall are re-

quired for the course).  This could include an  analysis based on two newspapers 

from different eras.  Students could also design  and/or create a page for a 

newspaper aimed at young people. 

 Outline:  
Extended Learning for this particular unit of work takes the form of individual 

homework tasks that students are expected to complete on a weekly basis.  The 

type of task set would be at the discretion of the teacher but would include the 

following examples:  

Reading  a selection of papers (e.g. tabloids and broadsheets)  

Conducting surveys to analyse media consumption  

Research into the history of newspaper production  

Analysing electronic news.  

Also required will be the successful completion of coursework.  Students will be 

expected to complete the coursework to meet both the set deadline and their 

individual attainment target.   

Students will receive on -going written feedback throughout the unit of work and 

will be expected to redraft their work following feedback  

 


