
Y8 English - Curriculum & Extended Learning  

Curriculum Learning   Extended Learning  

Unit/Topic: Novel   Type (No of) Tasks: Individual Tasks (weekly)  

Time Allocation: 8 ñ12 weeks (4 lessons/week)   Time Allocation: 30 - 60 mins / week  

Outline:  
This particular unit centres on work surrounding a Novel that is selected by the 

particular teacher.  In exploring the Novel students are guided to learn and de-

velop both their reading & writing skills relative to the stimulus of the Novel.  

 

Throughout this unit of work, students would also complete one lesson with a 

specific focus upon the development of their literacy skills.  

 

 

 

 

 Outline:  
Extended Learning for this particular unit of work takes the form of individual 

homework tasks that students are expected to complete on a weekly basis.  The 

type of task set would be at the discretion of the teacher but would include the 

following examples:  

 

Drafting & re -drafting written work.  

Worksheets to develop specific technical skills (e.g. punctuation).  

Reading relevant texts with associated questions.  

Independent reading booklets & tasks.  

 

Curriculum Learning   Extended Learning  

Unit/Topic: Influence and Argument   Type (No of) Tasks: GCSE Coursework (1)  

Time Allocation: 5 - 8 weeks   Time Allocation: 30 to 60 mins / week  

Outline:  

In this unit students will read a range of media and non -fiction texts.  

They will investigate how designers, writers and speakers use images 

and words to influence their readers and learn to use these techniques 

in their own speech and writing.  
 

 

 

 Outline:  
Extended Learning for this unit of work tasks the form of individual homework 

tasks that students are expected to complete on a weekly basis.  The type of 

task set would be at the discretion of the teacher but would include the follow-

ing examples: 

 

Drafting and re -drafting written work ñletters / speeches.  

Designing their own poster to promote a product or issue.  

Analysing a non-media text.  

Worksheets to develop specific technical skills (e.g. using commas)  

 

 



Y8 English - Curriculum & Extended Learning (2)  

Curriculum Learning   Extended Learning  

Unit/Topic: Playing with Words   Type (No of) Tasks: Individual Tasks (weekly)  

Time Allocation: 4 - 6 Weeks (4 lessons/week)   Time Allocation: 30 - 40 mins/week  

Outline: This particular unit centres on the English language and how it has 

changed over time and how words are used to grab the attention of readers.   

 

Students will learn to recognise the differences between texts from the past 

and present day, they will also examine texts that are written in Standard Eng-

lish and dialect. Students will also investigate some of the techniques used by 

writers to make an impact on their readers.  

 

This unit is important because;  

Looking at texts from the past helps students to understand how English 

has developed into the English we use today.   

Thinking about the links between language and identity helps pupils ex-

press their own personality in their own writing.  

Understanding how writers choose their words helps students to develop 

their own writing.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Outline: Extended Learning for this particular unit of work takes the form of 

individual homework tasks that students are expected to complete on a weekly 

basis.  The type of task set would be at the discretion of the teacher but would 

include the following examples.  

 

Research into how language has developed. 

Research looking at texts from the past.  

Drafting and re -drafting written work.  

Developing writing through creative thinking skills.  

Preparation for Speaking and Listening assignments.  

Thought and reflection on their own identity and the part that language 

plays within that.  

Worksheets to develop particular technical skills  

 

Curriculum Learning   Extended Learning  

Unit/Topic: Scripts and sketches   Type (No of) Tasks: Individual Tasks  (Weekly)  

Time Allocation: 4 ñ6 Weeks (4 lessons per week)   Time Allocation: 30 ð 40 mins  

Outline: In this unit students will read extracts from different plays and one 

complete play.  They will explore how writers create and develop character 

through speech and action.  They will learn how a story is different from a play, 

write their own play script and evaluate the effectiveness of dramatic perform-

ance. 

 

This will involve them in investigating a range of writing techniques, asking ques-

tions about scripts and identifying links with other forms of literature, as well 

as working with others to present a dramatic performance  

 

 

 Outline:  
Extended learning for this particular unit of work takes the form of individual 

homework tasks that students are expected to complete on a weekly basis.  The 

type of task set would be at the discretion of the teacher but would include the 

following examples :  

 

Research on different writers and their work.  

Writing dialogue as a story and a play.  

Drafting and re -drafting written work.  

Answering questions about a drama text.  

Worksheets to develop particular technical skills.  

 

 


